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The Club was founded in 1963 at a meeting in the Tredegar Arms, Clifton Street, Cardiff, when a number of former GKN(Cardiff) FC players who had left the highly successful Sloper Road club in 1961-62, entered a side in the Cardiff Combination Football League. An earlier attempt in 1962 had missed the deadline for entry into the Combination League and the team had played under the banner of the Oddfellows Club in Newport Road, Cardiff. 

Permission to use the Draconian name had been granted by the Football Association of Wales who had used the name for its representative Senior Amateur side who played their English counterparts Pegasus on an annual home and away basis. Those fixtures had been played at Ninian Park, Cardiff and White City, London. The name has been retained ever since although after amalgamation with Gabalfa FC in 1983-84 the name was changed by John Dyer for the 1984-85 season to Gabalfa Draconians. In 1999-2000 the Cardiff Draconians name was restored following entry into the South Wales Amateur League. 

The founding members in that 1963-64 season were: Howard Crothers, Roger Crothers, Colin Crothers, Jim Crowley, John Dyer, Derek Elton, Terry Emes, Peter Gardner, Tony Gowing, John Hurley, Bernard Ruish, Peter Williams and Peter Wingstedt who was the first Club Secretary. 

Success came in the first year with the winning of the 2nd Division title and Runners Up medals for the 2nd Division Cup following defeat in the final by Adamsdown Athletic. 

In September 1964 the Draconians played in the then First Division (now the Premier Division) of the Cardiff Combination Football League for the first time and a Drac’s team was ever-present in that Division for thirty-nine seasons without a break. 

The Club has been Cardiff Combination League Premier Champions on eight occasions and runners-up seven times including the 1968-69 season when the title was lost to Ely Rangers by goal average of just 0.01. 

The Combination Cup has been won on seven occasions including a famous victory by the 2nd Team in 1996-97 and two occasions 1974-75 and again in 1997-98 when First Team and Second Team contested the final. The Club has also been five times winners of both Milsom Harries Cup and Senior Division Cup. In 2004 the Club won the South Wales Amateur League Corinthian Cup defeating Ynysddu Welfare at Pentre Park 

The Second Team were formed in 1966-67 season and won the Fourth Division Cup in their first season. In 1967-68 they won the Third Division the Second Division title in 1970 and then played in the newly formed Divison Two (B) (formed specifically for second teams). The Division Two B Cup and League double was performed in three successive seasons from 1971 through to 1973. They also went on to be the first Second Team to take the First Division Title. 
At around 2005 the club reluctantly had to disband the 2nd team. There was a lack of players and very limited support on the committee so the focus needed to be placed on the strengthening and progression of the first squad. It was a tough few years but with the guidance of Dai Rees as manger and the passion of some true Draconians the club got through it. Having 11 players that want to put on a black and white go out there and win can be better than having a squad of 18.    
In 2010 the 2nd team were back and in the Cardiff Combination League a few years in it was then decided that they would switch leagues and they joined the Cardiff and District league. They gained promotion in 2015-16 into the 2nd Division and finished 2nd in 2016-17 gaining promotion to Division 1. 

Many illustrious players have worn the Black and White passing on their experience and knowledge to lesser mortals. These have included Alex Gray who joined the Club in 1966 having played professionally for Arbroath, Burnley and Cardiff City and as semi-professional with Worcester City whom he captained for four seasons. Under 23 Welsh International Johnny Bird who played for Newport County and captained Hereford United wore the stripes alongside four full Amateur Internationals: Tony Gowing, Chick Baynham, Mickey Miles and Ivor Regan.  Derek Brazil formerly of Manchester United and Cardiff City also represented the Drac’s for a couple of seasons as well as taking on the manager role. 
In 2015/16 Leyton Maxwell (formerly of Liverpool & Cardiff City) joined as player manager and made an immediate impact gaining promotion in his first season in charge and nearly clinching the treble the year after in what to date is the clubs most successful season.  
 
The Club record for individual goals in a season is held by Derek Elton with 67 goals, and the single match record is held by Freddie Mabbs with 10 goals.  

In 1999 the Club gained membership of the South Wales Amateur League at which point the club name was changed to Cardiff Draconians AFC. In the second season gained promotion to the First Division as Runners-Up. In 2004 the Drac’s won the South Wales Amateur League Corinthian Cup defeating Ynysddu Welfare in the final. In 2007 a downturn in fortunes led to relegation for the first time in Dracs history. The following year life in the 2nd Division also proved difficult but the Club managed to retain its membership of the Amateur League. Season 2008 - 2009 saw a revival and the Club secured a return to the First Division as Division 2 Champions. Due to the Amalgamation of the South Wales Senior League and South Wales amateur League in 2014-15 Drac’s saw themselves relegated by default. They were placed in Division 2 of the new South Wales Alliance League as they failed to finish in the top 6 in the league. 
The club began to taste a bit of success again in 2015-16 finishing Runners Up in Division 2 and gaining promotion to Division 1. In 2016-17 the club put themselves back on the South Wales footballing map by achieving something remarkable. A 21 game unbeaten win streak saw them become Division 1 winners, WJ Owen Cup winners (formerly The Corinthian Cup) and South Wales Intermediate Cup finalists.   
In 2016-17 was also a key year in the growth for the club. The club expanded its teams and welcomed both a Youth and U12’s team to the Drac’s umbrella with the expectation to grow this further in 2017-18.

2017/18
In 2018/19 we competed right up until the end of the season narrowly missing out on promotion and finishing in 3rd place in the league. We won the WJ Owen Cup again and in doing remarkable fashion without conceding a goal in the whole tournament. However, what was achieved off the pitch in 2019 will be regarded as one of the club’s biggest achievements taking us one step closer to the clubs Welsh League ambition. A self-funded development project was completed resulting in a stand being erected and perimeter fencing to the ground. Our application to enter the Welsh League meeting their ground criteria was successful. We now needed to win the South Wales Alliance Premier League to gain entry.
Season 2019/20 will be one well known in history due to the impacts of Covid 19 and more so in Drac’s history for the year they entered the new Welsh League (Tier 3).  The season was terminated early due to Covid 19 and was decided on a points per game basis in which we had only played half of the season (15 games). As a result, we finished runners up in the league with an average of 2.33 (PPG).  
An application of our intentions was registered with the FAW in December 2019 which was to be considered for Tier 3 football under the new FAW pyramid structure in season 2020/21. The mammoth task of what was to be completed with no funding looked out of reach however in true Drac’s spirit all barriers were overcome and Tier 3 certification was granted on 26th June 2020. On 3 August 2020 it was confirmed that Cardiff Draconians FC had been offered a placement in the newly formed Ardal Southern South West League. 



[bookmark: _GoBack]No history of the Drac’s can be complete without mention of the bedrocks of the club John Dyer and Alec Gray. 
John Dyer. J.D. was a founder member, player, secretary and Life President of the Drac’s until his death in 2007. John had served the Club with passion and pride yet still found time to achieve iconic status in South Wales Football circles: he was Chairman of the Cardiff Combination League and represented the League on the Council of the South Wales FA becoming Chairman of Council in 1981-82 and a Life Vice President in 2002. John is still sadly missed but his memory is preserved in all those who have worn the stripes. "Once a Drac always a Drac."
Alec Gray joined the Draconians in 1966.The story goes that John Dyer had read in the South Wales Echo that Alec had been released by Worcester and found out where Alec lived and knocked his door and asked if he’d consider joining the Drac’s! 50 years of Draconian service later has seen him go down as one of the club’s greats. It’s safe to say that that fateful meeting between John Dyer and Alec was one of the most important moments in Draconian history. Alec’s professionalism, knowledge and desire turned the Drac’s into a club to be feared and respected and without his constant presence for the next 50 years the club would probably no longer exist. 
Alec gave everything to the Draconians; he played in virtually every position on the pitch and fulfilled every role for the club off the field, carrying out the role of Chairman for many years before being given the role of Life President in his later years. 
On the night of Alec’s passing the Drac’s gave one of their greatest ever performances, beating that season’s League champions and the Drac’s’ big rivals Ynyshir Albions 5-1 on their own patch. Those who were at Alec’s bedside can testify that his passing coincided almost exactly with the final whistle of that evening’s game. So even on his deathbed he had the Drac’s at the forefront of his mind…and he would have had it no other way! 
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